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Students at James Johnson Elementary School examine local produce brought to the Chery Hill school by J. Am-
brogi Foods Thursday. The school district is celebrating Harvest Week as part of a Farm to School initiative.

Interest in S.J. agriculture
grows in Cherry Hill school

By BARBARA S.
ROTHSCHILD
Courier-Post Staff

CHERRY HILL

Students at James
Johnson Elementary
School got a special treat
at lunchtime Thursday. It
was way too cool and
rainy for a field trip, but
there was no need to go
out. Instead, Jersey
farms came to them.

Farmer John — Cher-
ry Hill resident John
Hayden, who works for
Thorofare produce dis-
tributor J. Ambrogi
Foods — set up a cart of
seasonal Jersey Fresh
fruits and vegetables
reminiscent of the carts
used by company founder
Narcissa Ambrogi 125
years ago.

“Thanksgiving is com-
ing up and cranberries
are a big crop this year.
The No. 1 cranberry crop
in the United States is
coming from New Jer-
sey,” he told the young-
sters as he held up sam-
ples . gathered from
Hammonton bogs.
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Cherry Hill resident John Hayden — as Farmer John — leads a discussion of South
Jersey produce brought to the James Johnson Elementary School Thursday.

“Did you know that oldas the dinosaurs. Dur- tein,” Hayden said.
sweet potatoes aren’t re- ing the Jurassic period, Locally grown, pale
ally potatoes? It's a vine sweet potatoes were yellow sweet potatoes are
called morning glory,” he there for herbivore dino- a small but tasty crop in
added. saurs to eat. They're rich

“Sweet potatoes are as in Vitamin C and pro- See PRODUCE, Page 3B







